98          HISTORY OF UPPER ASSAM      CHAP.

The Buxa column a wing of the nth B.I., one
squadron i4th B.C., and three mountain guns was
to operate west of the Sankosh river beyond the
northern border of Cooch Behar.

The Baling column based on Jalpaigori consisted
of a wing of the nth B.I., two squadrons 5th B.C.,
one company Sappers, with two mountain guns
and two mortars was to move on Baling fort between
the Jaldaka and Tista rivers.

The 8oth Foot was held in readiness at Barjiling.

In the end of November all was in readiness and
the Baling column opened proceedings by moving
first. On the 5th of Becember, 1864, the force
reached Baling, which was attacked and shelled
next day. A breach being effected, the place was
assaulted, the enemy evacuating it before our troops
got in. The defence for a time was well conducted,
for our losses were three British officers and seven
men killed, seven officers and fifty-seven men wounded;
while though our fire on the fort had been heavy
for eight hours, only four dead were found in it.
Four days later the fort of Bumsong was taken, and
the troops moving further east reached Chumarchi
fort, which was captured on the 2nd of January, 1865,
with a loss to us of two killed and fifteen wounded.

While this was going on the Buxa column had
occupied Buxa without opposition, and left a garrison
to hold it, while the rest scoured the country.

The Sidli and Bewangiri columns working in
concert via Bhijni and Kurramkotta, or Kumrikotta,
captured Bewangiri on the I2th of Becember with
the loss of only one man.

A  garrison  of six  companies  43rd  Assam  Light